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Background on Gun Violence in Chicago

• More homicides than New York, Los Angeles, and Philadelphia combined.

• 2016
• 764 homicides in Chicago (90% involved a firearm). 

• About 33% of all homicides occurred in 5 communities located in the West and South 
Sides.

• 43% increase in aggravated battery with a firearm from 2015.

• Chicago gun violence disproportionately affects African American and 
disadvantaged populations. 
• Almost 80% of all homicide victims are African American.
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Chicago Racial Disparities
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The Chicago Gun Violence Research 
Collaborative (CGVRC)
• CGVRC

• Sinai Urban Health Institute and the Illinois 
Public Health Institute

• Locally-based collection of academic 
researchers and community groups

• 15+ community partners

• Workgroups

• Community Engagement

• Research 

• Philanthropy



The Chicago Gun Violence Research 
Collaborative (CGVRC)

Goal: Identify root causes of gun violence and what 
works in stopping it to collectively develop solutions 

to end this epidemic



CGVRC Community Engagement Plan



Fellowship Program

• Student and academic fellows from five Chicago Universities

• Focused efforts in four Chicago communities with a high 
prevalence of gun violence

• Austin

• Englewood

• Garfield Park

• North Lawndale

• Multi-sector approach



Fellowship Program

• Activities

• Risk and resiliency profiles 

• Catalogued community assets and 
violence prevention efforts

• Geographic information system 
(GIS) mapping techniques

• Key informant interviews



Interviews

• Purpose: To identify community 
perceptions and potential solutions to 
gun violence in Chicago

• Community leaders identified through 
community assets

• 15 community leaders across five 
sectors

• Austin (4) 

• Garfield Park (1)

• Englewood (8) 

• North Lawndale (2)

• Nine question interview guide



Themes

• Initial stage of review

• Guided by the Socio-Ecological Model

1. Public Policy
• Gaps in firearm regulation

2. Community
• Negative messages from the media and 

community

3. Organization
• Siloed organizations

4. Interpersonal
• Poor social influence

5. Individual
• Negative personal self-perceptions



Panel Profiles

Clement V. Martin

Christ the King Jesuit 
College Preparatory 

School

Phillip Sipka

Kusanya Cafe

Christopher T. Crater, M.A.

Urban Prep Academics



Media Impact

“But the gun violence here, that’s also been exacerbated 
as well. Because you know, we have a way of controlling 
the narrative in this country through media, through 
publications.” 



Negative Personal Self-perceptions

"But the reality is that like some of these schools, there‘s 70 
eighth graders and only 20 of them are graduating, 20 out of 
70. Why is that? Because in their minds they're being told, 
well you're not gonna do anything anyway. You're not even 
going to get to high school.”



Social Influences

“I was in prison 27 years and nine months and I was formerly a 
street gang leader in this community… And then not only that, I 
lost a son to the prison system… And because he grew up in this 
community and he was living up to the image I left out here. So 
it’s directly affected him.”



Q&A



Conclusions

• CGVRC Fellowship Year 2

• DePaul will lead the CGVRC this year

• Continue to examine the qualitative research on community perceptions of gun violence 
in Chicago

• Considering the community (or communities) to partner with

• Considering the specific stakeholders to engage with
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